
9:30-10:00 Registrations and welcome coffee  

10:00-10:05 
Welcome from AEIP President 

Katja Veirto, President, AEIP; Director of Public Relations, ELO  

10:05-10:30 
Keynote speech 

Mario Nava, Director General, DG EMPL, European Commission 

10:30-10:50 
Introductory speech on European elections: results and implications for social policies. 

Elizabeth Kuiper, Associate Director and Head of the Social Europe and Well-being, European Policy 
Centre (EPC)  

10:50-11:40 

Panel 1: Social protection & Politics 

2024 is a record-breaking year for elections, with more than 2 billion voters in 50 countries heading 
to the polls. Governments have an active role in providing social services to their citizens, to 
promote social and economic well-being. At the same time paritarian institutions of social 
protection have historically played a crucial role in providing multiple societal benefits to workers. 
Esteemed experts and influential leaders from the field of social protection will converge to engage 
in an insightful dialogue that explores the future of social protection in view of ongoing political and 
legislative developments. 

Moderator: Janne Pelkonen, Senior Adviser, TELA 

Speakers: 

Paul Schoukens, Professor of Social Security Law, KU Leuven University  
Antero Kiviniemi, Senior Specialist in Social Policy, Permanent Representation of Finland to the EU 
Maciej Kucharczyk, Secretary General, Age Platform 
Elizabeth Kuiper, Associate Director and Head of the Social Europe and Well-being, European Policy 
Centre (EPC) 

11:40-11:55 Coffee break 

11:55-12:10 
The importance of Paritarian Institutions in industrial relations research  

Peter Kerckhofs, Research Manager, Working life research unit, Eurofound 

12:10-13:00 

Panel 2: Strengthening Social Dialogues in the Construction Sector 

Social dialogue plays an important role in the construction sector, contributing to the overall 
sustainability, efficiency, and well-being of the industry. It fosters better relationships between 
employers and workers’ representatives and enhances better working conditions and workplace safety. 
Effective social dialogue is crucial for addressing the evolving needs of the workforce, including 
vocational training opportunities and skill development. The panelists will explore ongoing initiatives, 
projects, and ways forward to strengthen social dialogue in the construction sector. 

Moderator: Thorsten Guthke, Head of European Office, SOKA-BAU  

Speakers: 

Marta Pradanos Gonzalez, DG EMPL C.3., Social Dialogue, European Commission  
Tom Deleu, General Secretary, EFBWW 
Christine Le Forestier, Director Social Affairs (SOC), FIEC 
Kristof Van Roy, Manager, Constructiv  
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13:00-14:15 Networking Lunch 

14:15 - 14:35 

Costs and benefits of collectivity and solidarity 

Onno Steenbeek, Director of Strategic Portfolio Advice, APG Asset Management; Professor of 
Finance, Erasmus University School of Economics; Member of the OPSG, EIOPA 

 

Ronald Heijn, Vice chairman, Pensioenfonds PGB; Chairman of the Supervisory Board of the APG Staff 
Pension Fund; Executive Lecturer at Nyenrode Business University  

14:35-15:30 

Panel 3: Inclusive approaches to Integrated Welfare 

The panel discussion will focus on the future of welfare systems, emphasizing an integrated 
approach to ensure inclusivity, sustainability, and equity. Panelists will discuss how to create 
comprehensive welfare frameworks that foster social cohesion and economic stability, with a 
particular focus on how occupational welfare is evolving in relation to the first pillar to enhance 
social protection for all. From early childhood support to elderly care, we will explore how to 
create comprehensive welfare frameworks that foster social cohesion and economic stability. 

Moderator: Fabio Porcelli, Board Member, Assoeuropea 

Speakers: 

Valdis Zagorskis, Deputy Head of Unit for Social Protection, DG EMPL D.2., European Commission 
Romain Bendavid, Responsible for Health Policies, CTIP 
Casper van Ewijk, Professor at Tilburg University; Director of Netspar; OPSG Member  

15:30-15:45 Presentation from Alessandro Laudiero, Secretary General Union Retraite and ETS Project 
Coordinator 

15:45-15:50 
Conclusions 

Roland Sonntag, Board Member, AEIP; Head of Employee Posting Procedure, SOKA-BAU 

FOLLOWED BY A DRINK RECEPTION 
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